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Greetings in Jesus Name! 
 
This past October 2022, it was my privilege to travel to Ukraine on behalf of Master’s Foundation & Stan Watrich 
to connect with some of our workers on the ground.  They had been diligently assisting refugees & dispensing 
the funds sent for the various designated projects in both the western & eastern areas of the country.  This was 
the first personal travel on behalf of MF to Ukraine since October of 2019 & since the outbreak of Covid-19.  It 
was a great blessing to have Walt Semeniuk along with me.  His knowledge of the country & language helped 
make the trip seamless & very productive.   
 
I had a first-time experience of miles of traffic at the border, of hearing air raid sirens & going to bomb shelters 
while there.  It was an eerie feeling being in a large city where the electrical grid was badly damaged, with the 
hotel having little lighting & the main streets darkened.  
 
We had the opportunity of spending time at several centres where refugees were being housed & cared for by 
workers supported by MF.  Most of the young families & the elderly we talked with came from devastated cities 
in eastern Ukraine.  They had lost everything - their homes, livelihood & possessions.  The stories were heart 
wrenching with many saying that they had nothing to go back to.  They would have to start over again, but how 
& when?  What we heard were not just sad stories, but we heard stories of gratitude for MF & its faithful donors 
who have taken up the challenge of loving people disadvantaged by a cruel war. 
 
I gained a new appreciation for heroism because of my visit.  I think of B in Ternopil, T & V in Lviv, D in Lutsk, A 
from (Krasnohorivka) & A from Sumy near the Russian border.  Pastor A drove 12 hours across the country to 
meet with Walt & myself just to show us what he is doing to care for refugees & what his plans were to assist 
those devastated by the war. Those I have mentioned & others that we met with displayed Christlike 
compassion & diligence. All of them are leaders (most are pastors) who have assembled teams of people that 
work with them to care daily for the needs of the flood of refugees.   
 

I want to take this opportunity to thank each of you & to ask for your continued prayer for our contacts who so 
willingly give of their time & efforts to bring hope to the hurting children, families & elderly. 
 
God Bless you in this new year! 

Gene Clarke – Board Member 
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Sleeping bags can withstand 
temperature of minus 20

A recent letter received at the office   
reads “Once again we want to thank 

you for your readiness & willingness to 
assist those who require it. It is so heart 
warming to feel that someone indeed 
empathizes with your situation, feels 
your angst & understands your pain 
– & it's not just a passing thought. No 
doubt your have your own trials, but you 
overlook your own to deal with the trials 
of others.”  We are so grateful for your 
support which has enabled us to produce 
110 metal stoves that will be used to 
provide heat & a cooking surface at a 
time when power & heat is a luxury as 
the enemy has damaged or destroyed 
much of Ukraine’s infrastructure. To help 
alleviate the winter woes, our contacts are 
sewing sleeping bags. We're providing 
funds for the digging of a well so that a 
facility can better cope with the student 
body & the 100 plus refugees living there. 
Our brave contacts continue to purchase 
& distribute aid to refugees & those 
unable to evacuate. Christmas gifts were 
distributed to 1,500 children. Another 
contact distributed 18,000 food packages 
& 20 tons of aid. You have been a very 
important link in enabling us to make these 
projects a reality. Thank you!
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OUR MOST RECENT PROJECTS
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LIFE & SALVATION

Waiting for a well to be dug

Vital humanitarian aid

This Child is thrilled with his gift

Metal stoves destined for the 
Eastern region

Your donations have enabled us to 
send a total of $386,884.00 worth 
of aid in 2022.



Christmas, a season of joy, celebration, traditional meals, 
special church services, gift giving – a time of year 

especially dear to children, was a very difficult one indeed. 
Their lives have been seriously disrupted. Their schooling 
difficult. 

We received photos of some of these gatherings – children 
huddled, dressed in their parkas, hats & mitts. Alas, some 
of the photos are too dark to print as the auditoriums are 
darkened & cold with no electricity. Most of the children’s 
fathers are at the frontlines. Families have been hiding in the 
metro (Kyiv) or in underground shelters, as cities are under 
missile attack with nationwide air raid sirens going off.  
Although people tried to have a degree of normalcy, it was not 
possible. Christmas markets were cancelled due to the risk of 
strikes. Meagre meals were cooked on wood burning stoves.  

In western regions of Ukraine, our contacts visited rehab 
centers & orphanages bringing little gifts & a brief program of 
the Christmas story. One of our contacts writes (a single man); 
“When we gave gifts to the children, we saw in their eyes & 
on their faces a sense of sheer joy & gratitude at the same 
time. Some children did not hold back their tears. They realized 
that they are important, that they are worth something & they 
are taken care of & protected! We prayed together and the 
children accepted Jesus Christ into their hearts! For me, this was 
a moment of great ‘trembling’. I realized how much God loves 
these children! I also felt a sense of gratitude as I understood 
how God works through us and the Master Foundation.”

In villages & cities in northern regions near the border, many 
families remain despite the danger. Our contact distributed 
little gifts to the children. 

Another contact asked for funds to purchase generators, a 
solar water heater, LED Lamps for the various orphanages that 
he & his teams visit. We will have sent these funds in January. 

Pray for the children of Ukraine! They have witnessed horrific 
deeds, many are orphaned, live in constant fear & physical 
need, are unable to attend school & are experiencing lack of 
warmth & light.

 THANK YOU FOR BLESSING THE CHILDREN OF UKRAINE THIS DIFFICULT CHRISTMAS SEASON!
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This Orphanage is bathed in sunlight

Children continue school in an
underground shelter

Preparing gift bagsChildren hear the Christmas story

Bringing gifts to a children's shelter



A recent video that I received, taken by one of pastors 
we support, showed the demolished village homes. 

Once vibrant with people & the activity of a large family, 
this particular house was extensively damaged, no roof, the 
furniture unsalvageable, the rooms unlivable & only the family 
dog remained huddled on a blanket. This large family had 
no place to return to. The pastor is standing with a group of 
people (they are holding bags of aid in hand) & he prays this 
prayer – “O God, these are difficult times indeed but even in 
these difficulties, we see Your Hand of Mercy. You protected 
this family, no one was injured. You have spoken to us through 
the aid & donations we have received! May each person 
standing here be protected & used for the glory of Your name.”  

He continues his walk through the village picking up pieces of 
shrapnel. “We should be picking potatoes but instead we are 
picking these pieces. These flying pieces are so dangerous! 
They can simply cut a person in two. Pray for Ukraine!”  

Pastor A continues visiting these dangerous areas near the 
border, supporting children who lost parents (photo across) 
& counselling a family who’s 15-year-old son was killed by 
shrapnel (photo below). The boy had been on a bike following 
his father when this happened. Under the open sky, Pastor A 
prays with the people & gives out much needed aid. 

Pastor A tends to the elderly, praying & encouraging them – 
“We held a service. Around us explosions can be heard in this 
false silence, but in the congregation joy is evident. Thank you 
for your prayers. Greetings to you from the brave church in B.” 
The bags inscriptions say - “God loves you” & “There is hope!” 
The man on the below has no legs & yet smiles.
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REALITY IN CURRENT UKRAINE

Orphaned children

Outdoor services

Family of Bohdanchik mourn his passing

Carnage in village, an all too familiar scene in Ukraine
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